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Throughout her life Maria Theresa had been terrified
of small-pox, it had been one of the most persistent fears
of her life; but the almost unbearable remorse she felt
because she had insisted on this marriage, which had
proved such a terrible fiasco, caused her to remain at
Josepha's bedside.

During the last days of the unfortunate girl's life,
when she was rarely conscious, Maria Theresa made
pathetic attempts to give her the tenderness, the expres-
sion of afifection, which she had never known since she
came to Vienna. The physicians in attendance could
not dissuade the Empress from caressing her lonely
daughter-in-law. Josepha, Archduchess of Austria, and
Holy Roman Empress was, however, destined to die
without the comforting touch of another human being,
for the day before her death, on May 28, her mother-in-
law, who had exposed herself so constantly to infection,
showed the first symptoms of the disease.

Maria Theresa was very ill. On June i the last
sacrament was administered, but she finally recovered.
She herself did not cling to life. Perhaps, in that aware-
ness which comes when a human being is so close to
death, she felt that, as her conflict with Joseph showed,
die had outlived her own age, and that she would never
understand the new era, Had she died in 1767, at the
age of fifty, her life and her work would have been well
rounded and complete. And she herself would have
been spared the unhappiness of knowing that, from her
point of view, Joseph would destroy her achievements.
Besides, she would not have experienced the maay
tragedies which were to befall her family while she lived
on for thirteen years.
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